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FAGTS & FIGURES

Keokuk Population Keokuk Weather
Keokuk — 10,780 SEASSDONAI_. dAVERAGES
Male 5 ,] 42 gloigir-Lovr rfepr:::m)tures & Precipitation
Female 5,638 Spring 60 4° 385"
Median Age —38.1 Summer  85° 65 370"
Ave. Family Size —2.30 Fall 64° 45° 332"
(Information from 2010 US Census) Winter 36° 19° 157"
Fun Facts

* Keokuk was home to Younkers’ first store.

* The American Fur Company opened a trading post in 1828 which was known as
“Rat Row"”.

* Orion Clemens published Keokuk’s first City Directory in 1857 with the help of
his brothers, Samuel & Henry. Samuel later became known as Mark Twain.

* Keokuk received electricity in 1885.

* Bud Fowler was the first African-American to play professional baseball and
played for the 1885 Westem League Keokuks.

* Two Keokuk citizens served in a president’s cabinet, both as Secretary
of War. William Belknap (1869-76) under Grant, and George McCrary
(1877-79) under Hayes.

* Keokuk has the record high temperature for lowa with 118 F on July 20,
1934.

* The Samuel Curtis statue in Victory Park first sat in the middle of 3rd and
Main Streets. It was removed in 1934 when it became a traffic hazard.

* Keokuk has 20 entries in the National Register of Historic Places, and Lee
County has 42. One of these, the Grand Avenue/Park Place Residential
Area in Keokuk, is 15 blocks long.

* During the Civil War, Keokuk had the highest enlistment rate in lowa.
After the war, many of Keokuk’s leading citizens were Union Army veterans.

* Famous people with Keokuk connections: Mark Twain, Theodore
Roosevelt, Andrew Carnegie, Betsy Ross, Robert E. Lee, William Jennings
Bryan, Carrie Nation, Roger Maris, John Phillips Sousa, the Marx
Brothers, Howard Hughes, Montgomery Miegs, the Younkers, Buffalo
Bill, Ringling Brothers Circus, Charles Emerson Winchester lll, Krusty the
Clown and many more.

* In 1887, JC Hubinger roared into Keokuk with a big fortune and big
dreams. 20 years later he died almost penniless - a riches-to-rags story.

lowa Facts

Birth Date: December 28, 1846

Copital Gity: Des Moines

Population: 3,046,355

US. Ranks: 1stin Com, Soybean, Hog, Egg & Ethanal Prod. 2nd in Wind Energy Prod.
Major Industries: ~ Agriculture, Mig, Retail/ Wholesale Trade, Services, Tourism
Highest Point: ~ Hawkeye Point, north of Sibley in Osceola County (1,670)
LowestPoint: ~ Keokuk - Des Moines & Mississippi Rivers Meet (470')
Time Zone: Central

Nickname: The Howkeye State

State Motto: “Our liberties we prize and our rights we will maintain”
Stote Tree: Oak—adoptedin 1961

State Flower: ~ Wild Rose —adopted in 1897

State Bird: Eastern Gold Finch— adopted in 1933

State Rock: Geode— designated in 1967

Onlylnlowa: ~ lowais the only state bordered by two navigable rivers!
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. EVENTS GALENDAR

2019 Dates Event/Location
Jan 19-20 35th Annual Bald Eagle Appreciation Days
River City Mall / 300 Main St., Keokuk IA / 319-524-5599

Feb 1-2 Untold Nauvoo Stories Symposium
Joseph Smith Historic Site Visitor Center / 865 Water St., Nauvoo IL / 217-453-6648

Feb 22 Heidi Riepe & Dr. Joel Brown Concert
The Grand Theatre / 26 N. 6th St., Keokuk 1A / 319-524-2220

Apr 14 Quincy Symphony Orchestra Concert
The Grand Theatre / 26 N. 6th St., Keokuk 1A / 319-524-2220

May 10 Tribute to Neil Diamond
The Legacy Theater / 1160 Buchanan St., Carthage IL / 217-357-9479

May 24 Back Alley Bandfest
Cultural & Entertainment District / locations TBA, Keokuk 1A / 319-524-5056

Jul4 Independence Day Celebrations
Rand Park / 17" St and Orleans St., Keokuk 1A / 319-524-2050, ext. 105

Jul9-Aug 3 Nauvoo Pageant
260 N. Partridge St, Nauvoo IL / 217-453-2429

Jul 10-15 Lee County Fair
Donnellson Fairgrounds / 1100 N. Main St., Donnellson 1A / 319-835-5517
Aug 2-4 Western lllinois Old Threshers

01Id Threshers Grounds / 1570 North County Road 900 (N. 19th Street)
Hamilton IL / 217-845-3041

Aug 15-17 Watermelon Festival
Festival Grounds / 710 Main St., Montrose IA / 319-463-5824
Aug 16-17 Rollin’ on the River Blues Fest

Victory Park / 311 Mississippi Dr., Keokuk IA / 660-754-6679

Aug 29-Sep 2 Old Threshers’ Reunion
Threshers Grounds / 405 E. Threshers Rd., Mt. Pleasant 1A / 319-385-8937

Sep 2 Labor Day Parade

Main Street from 20" to 4™ Streets, Keokuk 1A / 319-838-2901

Sep 4-7 Tri-State Rodeo

C.E. Richards Arena / 2103 303" Ave., Fort Madison, IA / 319-372-2550
Sep 20-22 Clark County Mule Festival

Clark County Fairgrounds, Kahoka MO / 660-341-4835

Sep 27-29 Geode Fest

Chaney Creek Boat Access / 1404 IL-96, Hamilton, IL / 319-524-5599
Nov 11 Veteran’s Day Memorial Service

Keokuk Veterans' Memorial / 1701 J St., Keokuk IA / 319-524-7831

Nov 28-Dec 26  City of Christmas Display of Lights
Rand Park / N. 17th St. & Park Lane, Keokuk 1A / 319-524-1127

Jan 18-19,2020 36th Annual Bald Eagle Appreciation Days
River City Mall / 300 Main St., Keokuk IA / 319-524-5599
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TRAVEL INFORMATION

Keokuk Police Department First Community Bank
319-524-2741 320 Concert Street

Keokuk Fire Department 3345 Main Street
319-524-5225 115 Boulevard Road

Lee County Sheriff Connection Bank
319-524-1414 19 N. 5th Street

Great River Health System Urgent Care 1600 Main Street
319-524-6274 3001 Main Street (Hy-Vee Gas)

Unity Point Keokuk Hospital 104 North Park Drive
319-524-7150 MOD Convenience Store

Winter Road Conditions 3345 Main St., 524-9237
Dial 511 Pilot Grove Savings Bank

Em(.argency 200 Main Street
Dial 911 601 Main Street

1600 Morgan Street (Keokuk Hospital)

Auto Towing 335 Messenger Road (sc)
Newberry, Inc.

24-Hour Service, 524-4014 Service Stations

Rairden’s Towing Service Casey’s General Store

24-Hour Service, 524-3721 3530 Main SI., 524-7688
Laundromats/Dry Cleaners 326 Main St., 524-2007
Attistic Cleaners Hy-Vee Gas
23 N 4th St., 524-5563 3001 Main St., 524-4894
Deluxe Cleaners MOD Convenience Store
1302 Johnson $t., 524-1364 3345 Main St., 524-9237
Maytag Coin Laundry Murphy USA
2641 Main St., 524-1220 3450 Main St., 524-2164
Marine Towing Site Food Mart
Hall Towing, Inc. 1301 Main St., 524-3454
(319) 372-3078 1 .
Shipping/Mail Delivery
Cardboard Box - UPS & FedEx Amtrak Rail Service
1300 Main St., 524-6504 1601 20th St., Fort Madison
Fed Ex Drop Box (319) 372-3142
1215 Main St. (Walgreens) Gemini Travel & Shuttle
Keokuk Post Office 629 Blondeau St., Suite #101
214S. 2nd St., 524-9923 524-1461
Western Union (Hy-Vee Foods) Keokuk Municipal Airport
3111 Main St., 524-2902 Lindner Aviation, Inc.
Travel Agencies 2504 340h St,, 524-6203
Gemini Travel & Shuttle Trailways Bus System
629 Blondeau St., Suite #101 629 Blondeau St., 524-6782
524-1461 United American Cab Co.

524-5555

www.keokukiowatourism.org 5



Bed & Breakfasts

Pelican Peg’s Mississippi River Front Bed &
Breakfast

3046 Koehler Ln, Montrose

319-463-5955 / 319-470-3147
www.pelicanpegs.com

Cabins/Vacation Houses

Eagles Nest Apartment

1229 Grand Avenue

319-524-8643 / JuliaLTy@mail.com

Located on the bluff overlooking the Mississippi River,
this entire third floor in one of Keokuk's most historic
homes is available for the night or week. Sleeps four.
Living & dining areas, fully equipped kitchen, two
bedrooms, bath and private rooftop patio.

Hoffman Mansion

2 Cooper St., Hamilton, IL
info@hoffmanmansion.com

The Hoffman Mansion is an exclusive destination on
the Mississippi River. The unique upscale venue plays
host to weddings, receptions, corporate and other
private events while also being a distinctive locale for
overnight stays, getaways, and private fours.

Mighty Mississippi Bluff Cabin

Mississippi River Rd., Montrose
319-463-7482 / jackikleekai@gmail.com
Loft-syle cabin on a bluff overlooking the mighty
Mississippi River. Relax on the porch with a gorgeous
view of river with private gardens and Koi pond. Big
whirlpool tub, nicely equipped kitchen, washer &
dryer. Linens provided. Sleeps 8 - 2 queen, 1 full, 2
twin. Nature's gefaway for a night or weekly stay!

Mississippi Hillside Cabin

3501 Mississippi Rd. / 319-795-2570
www.l y.com/vacati tal/p169191
hijhowell@live.com
Two bedrooms. One queen bed and one with a full
and a twin bed. Fully furnished kitchen and bath.

Montrose River House

Schlatter Addition, Montrose

641-328-0124 / www.vrho.com/612772

This split level home is fully furnished & located 50"
form the Mississippi River. Sit on the deck watching the
sunrise as the river flows by with waterfowl & barges.
During the day, play on the river. Canoe & inner tubes
are available. Three bedroom, 1 & 1/2 bath, living/
dining room, family room, enclosed porch & 2 1/2 car
garage. Wireless high speed internet, cable.

NauView House

Bluff Park, Montrose / 309-266-8657

The NauView House has all the comforts and
conveniences of home, with the relaxing serenity of
a mountain cabin and the views of a lake side inn. It

between you and the view but the tops of the trees.

Wilson Lake Cabins

2195 220th St., Donnellson, 1A / 319-463-7673
www.leecounty.org/offices/conservation/
lakewilson.htm

Four season family get-away. Cabins come equipped
with stove, refrigerator & microwave, bathroom &
shower, central air & heat. Prairieview Cabin sleeps 8

and is handicap accessible. Timberview Cabin sleeps 8.

Campgrounds

Hickory Haven

2413 353rd St. / 319-524-8459

Open year-round. 50 sites. Restrooms, showers,
laundry, water, electricity, sewer, fishing pond, picnic
tables & grills, playground, firewood. Shaded walking
trails in quiet, peaceful setting.

Victory Park

City of Keokuk Riverfront

311 Mississippi Dr.

319-524-3553

5 spaces with water & eledric hook-ups. Fees payable at
Southside Boat Club, 625 Mississippi Drive.

Hubinger Landing

City of Keokuk Riverfront

711 Mississippi Dr. / 319-524-3553

10 drive through spaces with water & electric
hook-ups. Fees payable at Southside Boat Club, 625
Mississippi Drive.

Hotels & Motels

Budget Inn

3764 Main St. / 319-524-3252

45 completely remodeled guest rooms. Free high
speed infernet. Pet friendly. Cable TV. 24-hour front
desk. Motorcoach parking.

Chief Motel

2701 Main St.

800-728-0599, 319-524-2565
wwuw.chiefmotelkeokuk.com

Low rates. Very clean and comfortable rooms. Free
breakfast. Microwave, refrigerator & 32" LED TV in
all rooms. Free high speed internet. Cable with HBO,
ESPN & FSN. Weekly & corporate rates. Non-smoking
rooms available.

Hampton Inn

3201 Main St.

319-524-6700, 1-800-Hampton
http://hamptoninn.hilton.com

63 rooms. Indoor pool, whirlpool, board room and
complimentary breakfast. Hilton Honors

Keokuk Super 8

3511 Main St. / 319-524-3888
www.super8.com

61 guest rooms, all non-smoking. Complimentary
Super Start Breakfast, fitness room, guest laundry
room, in-room coffee makers, refrigerators and
microwaves available. Pets welcome with daily fee.

Quality Inn & Suites

3404 Main St. / 319-524-9000
www.choicehotel. /ioa/l
hotels/ia226/rates

The Quality Inn has 61 guest rooms, indoor pool, and
a deluxe breakfast area. Guest laundry. Fitness room.
We are 100% non-smoking.

kuk/quality-inn-




Boutiqu:

6 9 Blondeuu St., 319-795-9010
Dollar General Slore

300 Main St., 524-6768
Goody's Depuriment Store

300 Main St., 524-0104
Hibbitt Sports

3245 Main St.
The Athletic Center

521 Main St., 524-9808
Wal-Mart Super Center

300 N. Park Dr., 524-6941
Youngren Shoes

422 Main St., 524-3071

Auto Zone

2215 Main St., 524-7022
Derr Motor Co.

4057 Main St., 524-5142
Discount Tire & Service

1003 Main St., 524-5000
Eckland Motors

1802 Main St., 524-2010
Ed’s Auto Repair

25 N. 17th St., 524-2025
Elston Auto Repulr

824 Johnson St., 524-0600
Goodyear Auto Serwces Center

724 Main St., 524-3311
Keokuk Auto Credit

1728 Main St., 524-2334
0'Reilly Auto Parts

2700 Main St., 526-2691
T0. Haas Tire Co.

2816 Main St., 524-6384

Hy-Vee Floral

3111 Main St., 524-7482
Wuierm%(un Floral & Gifts
926 Main St., 524-3800
Willow Tree Flowers & Gifts

1000 Main St., 524-5556

Cahill-Pribyl Jewelry & Gifis

511 Main St., 524-3801
Keokuk Art Center

210 N 5th St., 524-8354
Keokuk Tourism Bureuu

428 Main St., 524-5599
The Lost Canvas Gallery & Coffee Shop

719 Main St., 331-2164
Wul?reen Drug Store

215 Main St., 524-0145

Watering Can FIoruI & Gifts

926 Main St., 524-3800
Willow Tree Flowers & Gifts

1000 Main St., 524-5556

wwuw.keokukiowatourism.org

Aldi
3371 Main St.
Hy-Vee Foods
3 Mum St., 524-2902
Wal-Mart Super Center
300 N. Park Dr,, 524-6941

Home Supplies

Ace Hardware

2122 Main St., 524-1398
Farm & Home Suppl

2028 Main Si 5 6-6001
Gate City Seed

824 Main St., 524-1892
Hartrick’s Independem Lumber

921 Johnson St., 524-2793
Keokuk Homestore

320 Des Moines St., 524-1172
Sears Roebuck Co

3533 Main Si 524-8282

Sherwm-Wllllums
3533 Main St., 524-6683

Office Supplies

McFarland Supply Co.
24'S. 10th St.,, 524-2153

Pet Supplies

Keokuk Veterinary Hospital
28 S. 2nd St., 524-4348
Krichel Animal Hospital
1912 Main St., 524-6835
The Animal House
712 Main St., 524-2218
Two Rivers Veterinary Center
3415 Main St., 524-5262

Hy-Vee Pharmacy
3111 Main Si 524-9535
Wul?reen Drug Store
215 Main St., 524-0145
Wal-Mart Pharmacy
300 N. Park Dr., 524-4071

Re-Sale Shops

Angels Over You Resale Sho
1201 High St., 795-329

Dan’s Pawn & Gun Sho,

602 Main St., 524-3897
Fazes Resale Sho

523 Main St., 524 1335
Goodwill Store

1226 Main St., 524-2525
Grouchie’s Pawn & Gun Shop

1129 High St., 524-3513
Off The Rack Resule Sho,

12 8. 4th St., 319-670-1445
Salvation Army Store

31S. 30th St., 524-6164
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. ARER ANTIQUE SHOPS

KEOKUK, IOWA

Auntie Lou’s — 1906 Johnson Street, 524-8616

Heritage Antique Mall — 4054 Main Street, 524-1452
www.heritageantiquemallinc.com

BONAPARTE, IOWA

Boxcar Treasures — 605 First Street, (641) 660-5383

Waterfront Place — 606 First Street, (319) 592-3773

BENTONSPORT, IOWA

The Historic Greef General Store — 21964 Hawk Drive, (319) 592-3579
www.greefstore.com

DONNELLSON, IOWA

Apple Tree Antiques — 1805 180th Street, (319) 835-9883

FORT MADISON, IOWA

Forget-Me-Not Antiques & Gifts — 617 Avenue G, (319) 372-5550
The Shabby Sheik — 612 Seventh Street, (319) 372-1690

KEOSAUQUA, IOWA

Bearly Antiques — 205 Van Buren Street, (319) 293-2574

MT. PLEASANT, IOWA

Iris City Antfique Mall — 1415 West Washington Street, (319) 385-7515
HAMILTON, ILLINOIS

Carriage Works — 1050 & 1066 Broadway Streets, (217) 847-6500
NAUVOO, ILLINOIS

Country Cottage Antiques — 1365 Mulholland Street, (217) 453-6479
Rita’s Romantiques — 2592 N. Sycamore Haven Drive, (217) 453-6480
ALEXANDRIA, MISSOURI

Gregory's Antique Mall & Fireworks — 27166 US Hwy 61, (660) 341-0193
KAHOKA, MISSOURI

H & M Antiques & More — 150 West Main Street, (660) 727-1600

& You’re Always Welcome in Keokuk, Iowa!



DINING & LOUNGES

Dining

American Legion

727 Main St., 524-7831
Angelini's Ristorante Italiano

1006 Main St., 524-9009
Beef, Bread & Brew

2601 Main St., 524-7476
Burger King

2329 Main St., 524-2822
Casey'’s Pizza-Carryout

3530 Main St., 524-7688

326 Main St., 524-2007
Chintz's

1310 Main St., 524-9372
Dairy Queen

2656 Belknap Blvd., 524-8352
DeWeese Family Diner

3753 Main St., 524-6467
Domino’s

1027 Main St., 524-9770
Dr. Getwell’s Bar & Grill

1100 Main St., 313-8200
First Wok

300 Main St., 524-3108
4th Street Cafe

22§. 4th St., 524-2079
Ft. Worth Cafe

526 S. 5th St., 524-9880
Hy-Vee Deli Cafe

3111 Main St., 524-2902
Kayvan's Sports Bar & Grill

18 8. 5th St., 524-9495
KFC-Long John Silver’s

3010 Main St., 524-3033
Los Tapatios

706 Main St., 313-8035
Lucky’s Grub, Pub & Sports Bar

528 Blondeav St., 524-1135
McDonald’s

1407 Main St., 524-2005
Meyers' Courtyard

629 Blondeau St., 524-4407
Pizza Hut

3338 Main St., 524-2555

Rascal’s Pub & Grub

820 Main St., 524-2839
Sonic

3325 Main St., 524-1919
Subway

1029 Main St., 524-2550

300 N. Park Dr., 524-3650
Taco Bell

3356 Main St., 524-4544

Dining

The Cellar

29 S. 2nd St., 524-4040
The Hawkeye Restaurant

105 N. Park Dr., 524-7549
V's Restaurant & Brewpub

3461 Main St., 313-3384
Wendy's

1623 Main St., 524-7525

Lounges

Beef, Bread & Brew

2601 Main St., 524-7476
Chintz's

1310 Main St., 524-9372
Driftwood 13

1324 Main St., 524-9318
Dr. Getwell’s Bar & Grill

1100 Main St., 313-8200
Kayvan's Sports Bar & Grill

18 S. 5th St., 524-9495
L'Treyns

1108 Main St.
Lucky’s Grub, Pub & Sports Bar

528 Blondeau St., 524-1135
Patches McFatty’s Sports Pub

914 Main St.
Rascal’s Pub & Grub

820 Main St., 524-2839
The Cellar

29 S. 2nd St., 524-4040
The Hawkeye Restaurant

105 N. Park Dr., 524-7549

V’s Restaurant & Brewpub
3461 Main St., 313-8384

Specialty & Coffee Shops
Java River
1000 Main St., 524-2586
Lost Canvas
719 Main St., (319) 331-2164
Stan’s Pastry Shop
814 Main St., 524-2991
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. PARKS & RECREATION

Keokuk’s numerous parks provide scenic overlooks,
picnicking, disc golf, tennis and basketball courts, walking/
jogging trails, playgrounds, softball and baseball fields,
in-line skating and an outdoor swimming pool. To reserve a
park shelter, contact the Keokuk City Offices at 524-2050.
Bluff Park — G & Park Street — A great spot to see three local states: lowa, lllinois &
Missouri. The park has playground equipment and a picnic area.

Estes Park — 5th & Main Street — With gazeho, gardens & sidewalk, this park was
named after the Estes House which was a military hospital during the Civil War.
Gateway Park — 1st & Main Street — This beautiful park can be viewed upon
entering Keokuk from the bridge. Combined efforts of the city of Keokuk, Main Street,
Inc., master gardeners and area volunteers revitalized this area with lighting, gardens,
pathways and seating to welcome visitors and locals alike.

Joyce Park — Highway 218 North — Keokuk's newest park is home to one of the
finest softhall/baseball fields around plus a concession stand.

Kilbourne Park — 20th & Timea Street — Three short blocks from the National
Cemetery. The park has a playground, picnic area and ashelter house.

Kiser Park — 14th & Palean Street — Offers baskethall, baseball/softball, and a
playground.

McCredie Park — 4005 Main Street — Litile League and USSSA standard baseball
fields for softball and baseball.

Rand Park — 17th & Orleans Street — 57 acres of rolling green hills and a manicured
bluff to witness a breathtaking, panoramic view of the Mississippi River. This park offers a
large playground, stone shelter houses, flower gardens, fishing, ice skating, 18 hole Frisbee
golf, tennis courts and a baseball/softhall field.

Rees Park — 7th & K Street — Two large pillars welcome you o this little park that offers
basketball, baseball/softhall field and a playground. The pillars were saved from a fire in
Chicago and brought to Keokuk to pay tribute to Thomas Rees’ mother and father in 1921.
Riverview Park — 2nd Street & Bank Street — Large shady green area with
horseshoe pit and playground.

Tolmie Park — 2938 Plank Road — Keokuk's second largest park offers you walking/
exercise trails, shelter house, basketball & tennis courts, ice skating, roller blading,
Keokuk Aquatic Center and a handicap-accessible playground.

Triangle Park — Corner of Park Place & Grand Avenue — Sight of the 1853 Keokuk
Mormon Encampment. It was here that many of the Mormon faith started their migration fo
Salt Lake City, Utah. Today, it is a small triangular park with 1960 refurhished Rocket Slide,
a baskethall court and a marker remembering those at the Encampment.

Tumelty Park — North 17th & High Street — Adjacent to the Keokuk Area Hospital
and is 3 blocks away from Rand Park. It includes a softball field and a basketball court.
Victory Park — Mississippi Drive — Located on the riverfront and is home to the Maj.
Gen. Samuel Ryan Curtis statue and the George M. Verity Riverboat Museum. This park
contains a playground, picnic area, fishing area, walking/exercise trail and a great view
of barges going through the Lock & Dam.

Keokuk Aquatic Center - 2930 Plank Road, 524-1013

Hoerner YMCA - 2126 Plank Road, 524-6724

Deer Run Golf Course - One Deer Run Road, Hamilton, IL, 217-847-3623

Keokuk Elks Fairview Golf Club - 2200 Lincoln, 524-1074 (guests of members only)
Joystix Arcade - 714 Main Street - 670-9558

Arrowhead Bowl - 3535 Main Street — 524-4391

Plaza 3 Cinema - River City Mall, 300 Main St, 524-2424, www.besimoviedeal.com
Lindner Aviation - 2504 340th Street, 524-6203 (intro flights available)

Glasscock’s Shooting Preserve - 2359 320th Street, 524-4345

0 You’re Always Welcome in Keokuk, Iowa!




PARKS & RECREATION

Keokuk Public Library — 210 N 5th St., 524-1483

In addition to its 70,000 + collection, the Keokuk
Library contains an excellent genealogy section.

A Keokuk history room also houses many historical
photos and books by Keokuk authors. A painting of
Samuel Clemens as a young man is owned by the
library and is thought to be the earliest painting of this
famous author and riverboat captain.

Located on the Mississippi River, water sports are a natural
in the Keokuk area, from boating and water skiing to fishing.
Two boat clubs (one above and one below the dam) and
a municipal boat ramp provide easy access. A canoe and
kayak trail is along the Des Moines River, from its beginnings
in northwest lowa to its confluence with the Mississippi River
at Keokuk.

As a major flyway for migrating water fowl, the
Mississippi provides vast opportunities to observe and/or
hunt ducks and geese, and the rural areas surrounding
Keokuk are teeming with deer, squirrel, wild turkey, pheas-
ant, quail and other four-legged game. Nearby Lee County
wildlife areas and parks offer trails, historic sites, equestrian
trails, camping and archery ranges. Contact the Lee County
Conservation Department for more information about our
county’s parks at 319-463-7673 or visit www.leecounty.org.
Rock hounds can search the area for geodes and fossils.

Keokuk Yacht Club — 2029 River Rd., 524-9469
Southside Boat Club — 625 Mississippi River Dr., 524-7122

Ed Vinson
wwuw.keokukiowatourism.org /



B HiSTORY

Mark Twain

In 1855, Samuel Clemens came up river to pay a visit to
his younger brother Henry and older brother Orion, who
had married a Keokuk girl, Mary “Mollie” Stotts. Henry
worked for Orion, who operated the Ben Franklin Book and
Job Printing Office. Orion urged Sam to stay in Keokuk and
offered him five dollars a week and board as inducement to
remain. He accepted and stayed in Keokuk for nearly two years.

During his time in Keokuk, Sam made his first after-din-
ner speech, set type for the first Keokuk City Directory and
sold his first written material to the Keokuk Post in the form
of the “Snodgrass Letters.” Samuel Clemens left Keokuk in
late 1856. However, he returned several times between the
years of 1867 and 1890. In 1889 he bought a house for
his mother Jane Clemens. This house still exists today as a
private residence.

The Hughes Family

Felix Turner Hughes, the grandfather of
Howard Hughes, Jr. lived and served as
Mayor, a Supreme Court Judge and was
President of the Keokuk & Western Railroad.
Felix and Jean Hughes had three super
achieving children which included Howard
Robard “Bo” Hughes, Sr. who developed the
drill bit used in deep well drilling for oil. The
invention made him an instant millionaire.
The second son Rupert was a noted writer, Hollywood direc-
tor and screenwriter. Greta was a tall, stately beauty with a
grand soprano voice. She studied in Paris and New York,
where she started a successful singing career as Jean Greta,
a combination of her mother’s name and her own.

Jean had a strange phobia and when Robard offered to
build her a home on Keokuk’s Grand Avenue, she demand-
ed the house be built without closets for this was surely where
diseases grew. This fear of disease grew fo enormous degree
with her grandson, Howard Hughes, Jr. making frequent trips
to visit his grandparents. The Hughes Family plot is in Keokuk’s
Ocakland Cemetery and Felix and Jean are buried there.

Annie Wittenmyer e

Annie Wittenmyer was lowa’s most
famous women of the 19th century, and
one of America’s great philanthropists
and “first” ladies. Soldiers to whom
she ministered on the front lines of the
Civil War first called her the “angel of
the Civil War” hence the title “God’s
Angel”. On April 17, 1862, the Estes
House in Keokuk became the main unit -
of a hospital complex established by the U.S. Army Medlcol
Department. By January, 1863, there were 652 beds and
525 sick and wounded soldiers receiving treatment at the
Fifth and Main Street building. It was to this hospital that An-
nie Wittenmyer returned with some of the first wounded men
from the Battle of Shiloh.
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Elsa Maxwell was born in Keokuk, lowa in 1883 but
moved to California as a small child. She left school at the
age of 14 to work as a theater pianist and accompanist. She
reigned as America’s top party-giver in the mid-twentieth
century. Labeled “the Hostess with the Mostest” by the press,
her rise to command the ballrooms of New York, Vienna
and London took her worlds away from her humble lowa
beginnings. Elsa’s parties were noted both for her chic guests
and for the novelties she devised to keep them amused. She
invented the “scavenger hunt”, for example, a party game
which swept to popularity in the 1930s. And she was fond of
costume parties, often requiring her male and female guests
to wear costumes of the opposite gender. Elsa Maxwell, who
never married, died in New York on November 1, 1963. Of
her celebrity-studded life, she declared that it was “not bad,
for a short, fat homely piano player from Keokuk, lowa,
with no money or background, [who] decided to become a
legend and did just that.”

Keokuk’s Role in the Civil War
While seemingly removed from the Civil War, Keokuk did
in fact play a most important role. It was the central swearing-
in point for all of the lowa volunteers in the Civil War. At one
time, four camps were located here: Camp Ellsworth, 200
acres located at Decatur and Messenger Roads; Camp Rankin,
named for Keokuk’s Colonel J.W. Rankin, located between 11th
and 12th Streets on Grand Avenue; Camp Halleck, located at
5th and Johnson Streets; and Camp Lincoln, located in the Rand
Park area. This camp held as many as 1000 men at one time.
Another of Keokuk’s roles was to administer to the sick and
wounded brought by boat from the southern battlegrounds.
Seven Civil War hospitals were located in Keokuk with the largest,
The Estes House, having 652 beds. The location of The Estes
House was at 5th and Main Streets, now the site of Estes Park.
Keokuk’s National Cemetery is a direct result of the Civil War
soldiers who died enroute to Keokuk or after arriving at one of
the hospitals. Both Confederate and Union soldiers are buried in
this National Cemetery, one of the original twelve established by
in 1862 by Abraham Lincoln. It is lowa's only National Cemetery.
Perhaps the most famous Keokuk Civil War hero was Major
General Samuel Curtis, a former Mayor of Keokuk and a civil
engineer who resigned his seat in Congress to lead the 2nd
lowa Regiment. Later given command of the “Department of
Missouri”, Curtis led the Union victory af Pea Ridge, Arkansas
which saved Missouri for the Union.
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Chief Keokuk

Through provision of the Keokuk
Chapter, lowa Daughters of the
American Revolution, there was
unveiled on October 22, 1913,
a statue of Chief Keokuk,
modeled by Miss Nellie V.
Walker of Chicago, a native
lowan. This beautiful bronze
piece, upon the site where
now rests the bones of the
famous Sac chieftain, over-
looks the Mississippi River

at one of the notable scenic
points in Keokuk’s Rand Park.

The marble slab on the west
side of the Chief Keokuk monu-
ment reads as follows: “This
monument erected by popular
subscription, in memory of
the Sac Chief Keokuk,
for whom this city was
named, in 1883. His
remains together with
the marble slab on
the reverse side of
this die were brought B
from Franklin County
Kansas where he died and was buried. “

e
"' -

Doug Ewing

The first tale of Keokuk's life as a warrior and eventual
leader speaks of bravery that earned him the right to
appear on horseback during tribal gatherings, even

if all others were on foot. Keokuk was a well-propor-
tioned man, rather tall, and of splendid appearance.
He prided himself on his horsemanship and dancing.
Keokuk insisted that artist George Catlin paint him

on horseback in 1935 at Head of the Rapids, Fort

Des Moines. Most available written history, however,
supports his reputation as a fine orator. Not only his
people, but persons meeting him during visits to Wash-
ington spoke in awe of this ability.

Keokuk was a rare exception to most of the great
chiefs of Indian history because he sought justice for
his people through wisdom and oratory....and through
friendship with the white man.

“
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